THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
in 1912, they may turn against each other
afterwards, but they will stand together in the
hope of victory first, inspired alike by the
stimulants of revenge and zeal. I have always
thought it the greatest of mistakes to suppose
that appeals to interest prevail in politics: it is
the call to emotions and passions, good or bad,
that will win a fight. The Government may
point to an admirable record and set out a
reasoned programme of steady improvement
(something better, it may be hoped, than
" Safety First"), but against that will be the
evocation of the potent spirits of envy, malice,
destruction and also of that honest enthusiasm
which believes that legislation can change human
nature and defy economic law. Add to all this
the possibility of some unforeseen incident like
the revelation of the " Zinovieff letter," and
who will say that the high-water mark of 1929
may not be surpassed by fifty seats ? For the
chances of Revolution it would be enough.
No reasonable man would grudge the Social-
ists a recurring share of the pomps of office, or
would have a, right to complain if they passed
much of which he did not approve. But it is
now the very fundamentals of national pros-
perity and the rooted institutions of ages that
are imperilled. I remember in 1924 mention-
ing to Lord Balfour my fears of the results if
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